August 30, 2021
Christine Van Geyn
Litigation Director
Canadian Constitution Foundation
cvangeyn@TheCCF.ca

To:
Honourable John Horgan
Premier of British Columbia
PO Box 9041 Stn Prov. Govt.
Victoria, BC
V8W 9E1
premier@gov.bc.ca
Honourable Adrian Dix
British Columbia Minister of Health
PO Box 9050 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC
V8W 9E2, BC
HLTH.Minister@gov.bc.ca
Honourable David Eby
Attorney General
PO Box9044 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC
V8W 9E2
AG.Minister@gov.bc.ca

RE: British Columbia Vaccine Passports
Premier Horgan,
We are writing to you because of concerns we have regarding the plans to implement a British Columbia
vaccine passport program (the Vaccine Passport Policy).
The Vaccine Passport Policy will exclude unvaccinated individuals from entering certain public spaces.
There is no plan for accommodation for individuals who cannot be vaccinated for medical reasons or
reasons or faith or conscience.
The Canadian Constitution Foundation (the CCF) is a legal charity that advocates for the fundamental
freedoms of Canadians. The CCF believes that COVID-19 is a serious illness that warrants health
measures, and that vaccines are safe and effective. The CCF believes that individuals who are able
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was given anxiety medication for her tremors, despite not feeling anxious. The
medication did not stop the tremors.
then developed muscle twitches. Prior to her vaccine,
twitches.

had never had tremors or muscle

In July,
took a medical leave from her job because her symptoms had made it impossible for her to
continue working.
In August,
’s symptoms began to subside but then returned in her most severe bout of tremors to
date, which caused the entire right side of her body to shake uncontrollably. She continues to have
tremors and twitching, although not as severe, and still has a persistent headache, light sensitivity, and
ringing in her ears.
’s family doctor has told her to hold off on the second dose of the COVID-19
vaccine.
’s doctor has reported her case to British Columbia public health as an adverse reaction to the
COVID vaccine. Public health has conducted an investigation and has marked her experience as an
adverse reaction. However, public health has recommended that
receive a second dose, despite
the fact that she is still experiencing symptoms four months post vaccination.
is understandably
not comfortable taking the risk of the second dose given her adverse reaction, and she should not be
discriminated against for this decision by denying her access to public spaces.
would like to participate in public life. She would like to go to the theatre. She would like to go to
sporting events. She would like to eat in restaurants. However, the Vaccine Passport Policy will prevent
her from doing this. There is no way for
to access an exemption.
would like to be vaccinated,
but there is no vaccine that is safe for her to take at this time. The prospect of further isolation as the
Vaccine Passport Policy is implemented is beginning to have adverse impacts on
’s mental health.
and
’s cases are rare, but there are other similarly situated people who have contacted us
who are likewise unable to get vaccinated due to adverse reactions or complex medical histories.
We are writing to you today to ask that you create a process that will grant exemptions to the Vaccine
Passport Policy for individuals who cannot be vaccinated for medical reasons. Individuals living with
disabilities cannot be excluded from participation in public life.
We are also asking for the government of British Columbia to create an exemption from the Vaccine
Passport Policy for individuals who cannot be vaccinated for reasons of faith or sincerely held belief.
We have an urgent concern for individuals like
and
who despite a desire to be vaccinated
are unable to do so. Our urgent concern is related to section 15 equality rights, and that is why we are
asking the government to immediately create medical and religious exemptions to Vaccine Passport
Policy.
However, we also view the entire policy as an unjustified infringement of section 7 Charter protected
right to liberty and bodily autonomy given the current risk of COVID-19 in the highly vaccinated
Canadian population.

Medical interventions, including vaccination, must be made on the basis of meaningful consent. For
many people, especially medically complex people, the choice to get vaccinated involves making deeply
personal trade offs about their own health. As access to public spaces is limited, this creates a coercive
effect on the decision making for these people and is an attempt by the government to tilt the scales of
personal and individual medical choice in their preferred direction.
As a legal charity, we have a long track record litigating on behalf of individuals whose rights have been
violated by government overreach. It is our strong preference not to litigate, and we believe the needs
of individuals like
and
can be accommodated by an amendment to the Vaccine Passport
Policy. However, we are prepared to litigate if the government of British Columbia fails to make an
accommodation for individuals who cannot be vaccinated for medical or religious reasons.
We hope to hear from you soon and look forward to your response.
Sincerely,
Christine Van Geyn
Litigation Director
Canadian Constitution Foundation
cvangeyn@TheCCF.ca

CC:
Dr. Bonnie Henry
Provincial Health Officer
bonnie.henry@gov.bc.ca
Geoff Meggs
Chief of Staff, Premier’s Office
Lori Wanamaker
Deputy Minister to the Premier
Jill Kot
Deputy Minister to the Premier
Stephen Brown
Deputy Minister of Health
Alex MacDonald
Senior Ministerial Advisor, Minister of Health

